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opposition to the King's wish; she would sooner,
she said, see her daughter dead than do him a
disservice.

After the accession of Henry II. (1547) Jane, now
a handsome brunette of seventeen, was among the
gayest of his Court, and the King, haunted like his
father by the fear that Spain might with her hand
obtain the northern slope of the Pyrenees, was well
pleased to see her encourage the addresses of Antony
of Bourbon, a suitor but little approved by her
parents. Their opposition yielded to the royal
will, and the marriage took place at Moulins on
October 20, 1548.

Henry of Bourbon was the last of three sons born
to Jane of Albret and her husband. His little
brothers died in their first infancy. The eldest was
entrusted to the care of a chilly old lady who so
carried into practice her maxim that it was better to
sweat than to shiver, that no breath of air was ever
allowed to reach the hot and stifling rooms where
the unfortunate baby was slowly suffocated in his
swaddling clothes. The next child was dropped by
his nurse and a gentleman who were amusing him, or
themselves, by tossing him in and out of a window.
His hurt might have been cured had it not been con*
cealed by the terrified culprits.

The King of Navarre, anxious for an heir, de-
clared that, since his daughter so little understood
how to look after her children, the next baby must
be born in B6arn, and that he himself would see that
it was properly brought up. Accordingly, although
it was winter, Jane hurried in a fortnight from